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WHO MOURNS FOR THE 


0$83-O0K. HER HUSBAND, 


Miniſter; - 
Y ſiſter, I have heard what 
great affliction hath happen- 
edtoyou; and. I am come to tell 
ou how much concerned I am for 
it, and to pray for you, that God. 
yould comfort and ſtrengthen you 
in this great trial, 


Widow: My forrow-is ſo great, | 
that I cannot find words ſtrong . 
enough to repreſent it to you. I 
believe there is not a woman in the - 
Az. _, world: 


Cofblattons for a £42 
EETY ſo afflited as I am. Pray, 


Sir, excuſe my ſighs, and. the tears 
you ſee me ſhed. 


M. Far from condemning your 
ſenſibility, I find it very reaſon- 
able. *The leaſt a virtuoug viſe 


can do is. to ſhed” tears over the 
grave of 6. oy a huſband, 


W. Your compaſſionating mp 
ſorrow, and not diſfapproving of 
my tears, is, I afſure you, Si, a 
great conſolation to me: for ſome 
perſons are ſo deſtitute of humanity, 
and of fo ſavage a-temper, that they 
| eatinot bear I ſhould grieve and 
ery. Such people, inſtead of a 
leviating, do but aggravate —_ 
_ creale my forrow. : 


M. & 


, mourns fr the Loſs of her Huſband: 


NM. A perſon muſt have very” 
ittle compaſſion, | not to be- affefted: 
ith your loſs, and be \ very unrea- 
onable to blame you for weeping. 
od has ,not given us hearts of 
ſtone, He does not require a bar- 

barous inſenſibility from us; on 
he contrary, when. he ftrikes, he- 
s villing we ſhould feel the blow, 
nd make it profitable to ourſelves. 
eſus,, the ſon of Sirach, far from. , 
tondemning, ,excites us to weep. 
r the dead. My ſon, ſays he, lt Bee, _— 
ears fall down. over the dead. If 
Fe are allowed to weep for the 
lead in general, how mueh more 
ay a Chriſtian; and a_ virtuous 
vie, ſhed tears over the tomb of 
der huſband? When the Holy 
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6 S  _ Confolatzons for a Wife, 


Scriptures oIVve us a deſcription off 

a-great calamity, they repreſent to 

our minds the. idea. of a perſon, 

who 1s weeping -for the dead. Thus 

've read, that after Joab had ſent 

to . Tekoa, and fetched thence x 

woman well {killed in aRting a pan 

> counterfeit grief before Kin 
David, he {aid to her, 7 proy th 

45am, vi. feign thyſelf to be @ mourner, and 
put on. now mourning apparel, aud 

anoint not thyſelf with oil, bit be 

a woman. that hath a long, tins 

mourned for the dead. The antient 
Patriarchs mourned for. their dead, 
and were not reproved for it, Thu 

| Gen-xxil.2. we read, that Abraham wept for 
has wife ; ; that Joſeph wept upon lu 

Ib. 1. 30- Toter” $ Jac, and that all Iſrael 
\ : 0 —_ 


þ) mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 7. 
urned for him ſeveral days ; that 

Il-the houſe of Tſrael-mourned a long yum. xx.29 
ime for Aaron the High Prieſt; - 

hat they. did:the ſame for the death . Rags nn. 
f the Prophet Samuel ; and: that 

Wot only all Fudah and Jeruſalem $Chronxxzv 
nourned for King Joftah, but that 

he Prophet Jeremiah: ſhed a flood 
ff tears over his grave, - and made 
hat in part-the ſubzeQ-of his book 
pf Lamentations. #It-is mot only in 
e Old Teſtament, but alſo in the 
New, that -you find inſtances of 
ourning for . the dead. ' When 
jairus's little daughter died, the wy. is. 23. 
vhole houſe was in tears ; and they 
bad even players on 'mournful in- 
ruments to excite their grief, We 
read alſo..in. St. - Luke, that-a wi- 
Ce dow 


_ 
Lament, is 
20, 
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Conſolations for a Wife, 
dow followed her ſon to the gray 


Jebwlich weepmg, and that Jeſus Chriſt had 


AQs ix. 39, 


Ib, Wills 2. 


John xi, 35, 
36, 


compaſſion.on her. When Dorcasdied, 
the Diſciples at Lydda ſent for $, 
- Peter, and {brought him into the uþ+ 
. fer chamber, where the corpſe wa, 


and all the widows ftood by him weep: 


ing, and ſhewing the coats and gars 
ments which Dorcas made to cloathe 


the poor. When St. Stephen, the 


krſt martyr of Chriſt, was ſtoned, 
they made great lamentation over ham 
When Lazarus died, not only his 
fiters and friends wept for him, but 


| our Saviour himſelf came to his 
_ grave and wept; which made the 


Jews ſay, Behold how he. loved tum. 
If this compaſſionate and merciful 


Saviour did weep for his friend, 
whom 


Tho mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 


thom he was going to” raiſe from 
he dead, can you imagine he will 
lifapprove our weeping for the 
Ieath of our friends, who ſhall not 


lay? And is it hkely he ſhould 
te difpleaſed at the tears of a wi- 
low, who weeps for her huſband ? 
ay more: God would. have us 
ook upon it as a ſign of his wrath, 
ven of his great wrath, when we 
re not lamented after our death : 
or when he was foretelling the 
Ireadful judgments and calamities, 


Jevs, he ſays by his Prophet, 
They ſhall die of grievous deaths, 
hey ſhall not be lamented. And a 
tle alter, Thus ſaith the Lord, 


B I.  - 


raiſed from the dead till the laſt - 


nich he intended to ſend upon the. 


k 
F 
« 
3 . 
G 
b 
»# 
1 
"UN 
<4} 
" 
” 
Þ 


o 
- F3L 
n 
z +] 
bf 
» 
Cy 
* 
+ 
; 
2} 
ty? 
_ 
F * 
T4 
$i 4 
4a 
LN? 
x 
% Th 
8 
4+ $3 
Cih 
"WF 
a 
| h 
a 
I *% 
Ls 
wt! 
PN 
"$48 
My" 4 
7 
* 


Jer. xvi. 45 
% 


+ 


j 

by 

|; | 
by k 
k 
Ko: 
7 
LIN | 
it 


_- _ 
C7 


——__— _— . x; 

go © - w— meg? 

- ” _ ar 4 — 

Sper damn” Ie 9 eo wi <o_ 
imager diets nee ro EA 


10 


Ter. xxV. 33 


Th. xxil. 18, 


peace from, this people, faith the Lord 


_ And after he has foretold the dread 
, ful puniſhments he would inflia 


Conſolations for a Wife, 


enter not into the houſe of mourning 
neither go to lament, nor bemoan 
them: for I have taken away my 


even loomg kindneſs and meriir 


the enemies of his people, he adds 
The ſlain of the Lord ſhall be at tha 
day from one end of the earth, & 
unto the other end of the earth 
they ſhall not be lamented, neithe 
gathered nor buried; they ſhall bi 
dung upon the ground. - This is wha 
had been particularly foretold 0 
Jehoiakim, King of Judah, as 
puniſhment for his impiety. There 
fore, thus ſaith the Lord, concerning 
Fehoiakim, the fo & np of Joſiah, hin 


-— 


0 mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 11: 


f Judah, they ſhall not lament for 
m, ſaying, Ah, my brother, or ah 
er ; they ſhall not lament for him, 
wing, Ah, lord ; or ah, has glory ! 
ut, my ſiſter, here 1s a, thing that 
omes ſtill nearer. to your caſe : 
hich is, that the Holy Spirit par- 
cularly ſets it down among the 


arks of God's indignation, that 
ben men die either a natural or a 
lent death, their widows make 
d lamentation for them. Hear 
hat Job ſays, This ts the portion Job wail. 
a wicked man with God. and the OS 
ntage of opprefſors, which they 
all receive of the Almighty : If his 
uidren be multiplied, it is for the 
ord; and his offsþring ſhall not be 
ied with bread. Thoſe that re- 

B 2 main 


12 


Pf, Ixxviile 


1768, 


 Confolations for a Wife. 


main of him ſhall be buried in death 
and his widows ſhall not Weep. But 
nothing can be added on this ſub- 


Jet, to what the Prophet fays in 
the ſeventy-eighth Pſalm ; where, 


deſcribing the extreme calamity 
of the people of God, he expreſſes 
himſelf thus, Their prieſts fell by 
the fword ; and their widows mate 
no lamentation. This Theodore Bezu* 
has very well expreſſed in theſe 
verſes, the ſtile of which is not (o 
elegant, as the ſenſe is admirable: 


The grief of widows is /o atep, 
T hat they have no time to weep. 


* See Beza's Character deſcribed U 
Moſheim's Ecclefraftical Hiſtory, vol. f 
p. 78 and 118, Byo. edition, London 


No mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 2-1 


| have mentioned all this to ſhew 
you that true religion does not ex- 
tinguiſh the feelings of nature ; and 
that thoſe, who. condemn your 
tears, are unreaſonable. 


/ 


W. Sir, if all widows have juſt 
cauſe to. be aſflied, and to mourn 
for their huſbands, I think I have 
more than any other. Therefore, 
as I am grieved from the ve1y bot- 
tom of my ſoul, and weep day and 
night, it 1s impoſſible I ſhould re- 
ceive any comfort ; and I believe 
there will be no end of my tears, 
but with my life. 
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M. You go beyond the bounds 
of a rational grief. A diſcreet 

Chriſtian yu ſhould not indulge . 
it 


TE: 


m - CC eISSN 
_ _. * og — _ pr yy 
=2>-- 


3 Sw ff 
- x. <abbr. ES 


4 5 _-_ "4 » 4 F - 
or he bs a _ SL 
_ - 9 ne en I = © ap F | 
, 2 ag _ CY 4 g ay {<4 » 
IS MEISE. Rs > ions ey <Wwens- RA ed, 


\ -_ 
$ 3g df 


14, 


Conſolations for '@ Wiſe, 
it to: ſuch exceſs. What I hare 
hitherto ſaid: to you, was by way of 


excuſe for the firſt emotions of n- 
ture; and in order to ſhew you 


that thoſe, who condemned you for 


weeping, when God had ſeparated 


| you from fo dear and excellent an 


x Theft. IV. 
T J» 


huſband, had no great degree of 
compaſſion, and did concern them- 
ſelves but little in their neighbours 
ſufferings: but my intention was 
not to give a ſanttion to an obſti- 
nate grief, and encourage an ex- 
ceſſive flow of tears. St. Paul docs 
not forbid us abſolutely to mourn 
for the death of our friends, but 


-he does not allow us to be lorry, 


even as others which have no hope. 


There are three principal things 
which 


Who mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 15 


which ought to aſſuage your grief, 

and wipe away your tears. The 

frt is, the conſideration of God's 
Providence, that not even a fpar- 

row falleth. on the ground without wat. x. 29 
the will of your heavenly father ; of 

for the very hatrs of your head are 

all numbered. The ſame wiſe and 
adorable Providence takes parti- 
cular notice of the life and death of 
men, but much more of the chil- 
dren of God : ſo that we may fay* 
tothe king of terrors, as our - Sa- 
yiour once did to Pilate, Thou 
couldſt have no power at ' all againſt 
me, except it were given thee from 
above, The ſecond thing, which 
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16 - 2  Conſolations for a Wife, 


ſhould free our minds from that 
deep melancholy, which overwhelm 
thoſe who give way to it, is the 
conſideration of the happineſs and 
glory, which thoſe ſouls enjoy, 
. whole abſence we regret. The 
third and laſt thing, which ought 
to be matter of. the greateſt com. 
fort to us, 1s the hope we have, 
that when our ſouls leave the body, 
God will raiſe them to the ſame 
glory and felicity, which the per- 
ſons we loved are poſleſſed of, and 
that their bodies S ours will one 


day be raiſed to a ſtate of incor- 
Tuption and immortality : for when 
2 Theſl.i. 7 the Lord . ſhall be revealed from Het 
ven. with his maghty Angels, to it 


glorified in has ſaints, and to be ad- 
mired 


IO, 


- mos for the Lojs of her Huſband. "1" 
ired in all them that "7" he will pyatipi, i - 
kange our le body, that it may be *" 
phoned like unto his glorious body. 
his paſſage, now. quoted from” 

, Paul, contains the ſame grounds 

F comfort, which the Apoſtle gives 

Jin the fourth chapter of his firſt —_ 

iltle to the Theſſalonians ; where, Sos 

ving expreſſed himſelf thus, 7 : Thed: iv. 

uld not have you to be ignorant, © 

ethren, concerning them which are 

e, that ye forrow not, even as 

5 which have no hope, he adds, 4 

Ir if ye believe that Jeſus died, and 1». 14. 

e again, even them ſo alſo, which | 

| m 7e efus, will God bring with 

For this we ſay unto. you by the Woe 15- 

Id of the Lord, that we which are 

ve ond remain” wito the 'coming of 
TEES"! he 
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1 Theft, iv. which are aſleep : for the Lord ki 


I6. 


Ib. 19. then we, which are alive and rema 


Ib. 18, 


words. 


Confolations for a Wife, 
the Lord, ſhall not prevent the 


felf ſhall deſeend from Heaven wil 
a ſhout, with the voice of the archan 


gel, and with the trump of God; ai 
the dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe fir 


ſhall be caught up together with 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord int 
air : and fo ſhall we ever be with th 
Lord. Hence the Apoſtle conclude 
that true believers ſhould hereb 
learn to comfort themſelves for th 
death of thoſe perſons, who ve 
moſt dear to them. Wherefore, ka 
he, comfort one another with t 


W. Alas, Sir, how is it poſh 
to be comforted for the loſs of lug 


huſband ! I believe there was 
ot a better or. More virtuous man 


) the world; nor one in whom a. 
yore ſhining zeal and greater piety . 


ould be ſeen. | Never did a hul- 
and ſhew more love and tender- 
jeſs to his wife. -He kindly bore 
ith my failings, and fludied to 
leaſe me in all things. His good- 


ated alþmy. wiſhes, 
M, If you had loſt a man of no 
common merit, you might eaſily 


dſt one of a wicked and debauched 


[0u to lament your loſs: for, I 
Kileve, there” is not a perſon more 
"$i vvS miſerable, 


To mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 19 


eſs was ſuch,. that he generally 
revented my- defires, and antici- 


omfort yourſelf; and if you had” 


barafter, it would not be wiſe 'in 
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than a wiſe and virtuous woman 
Who has a vicious and extravagan 


uſed to bind a dead to a livin 
| body. This may be aid to be eve 


| Rench and corruption of the other 
' whereas, a virtuous woman, whe 
- married to a vicious man, who 
' dead while he liveth, muſt for yea 
_ perhaps, ſuffer the odiouſnels ( 


Conſolations for a Wife, 


miſerable, or more to be pitied 


huſband. It is like the puniſhmen 
among the ancient Pagans, wht 


a more cruel and inſupportableto 
ment: for, beſides that the infed 
tion of a wicked mind, which ove 
flows with vice, is incomparably 
worſe. conſequence than that of 
dead corpſe, the living being bou 
to a dead body, ſoon dies by th 


Dy 


Y -Y 


Who mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 


his bad life, endure his - infamous 


talk, his blaſphemies and impiety, 


and be expoſed to all the tranſports 
of his rage and cruelty : but when 
God is pleaſed to take a good and 
kind, a mild and peaceable huſband 
to himſelf, one who was of an ex- 
emplary piety, this is an excellent 
means of exerciſing a widow's vir- 
tue: then ſhe ought to ſhew the 
improvement ſhe has made in the 
{chool of Chriſt ; and that ſhe has 
tearned there to ſubmit to the will 
of God, and to poſſeſs her ſoul in 
patience. fs 


WV. Iam not ſenſible enough 
of my afflition yet. It ſeems to 
me as if it were a dream. Is it poſ- 


fible 


=. 
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Conſolations for a Wife, 


ſible that my. huſband ſhould he 
dead, and that [ ſhould fee him 
no more ? | 


 M. No, my fiſter, your huſ- 
band is not dead; he is happily 
paſſed from death unto life. While 
he was on earth, he lived among 
ſinful men ; he now lives in Hea- 
ven with the Angels, and all the 


truumphant ſpirits of Juſt men made 


fer febt. 


W. But if the ſoul of my huſ- 


band lives in Heaven with Angels 


and glorified ſpirits, his body is 
dead ; it muſt putrify in the earth, 


| and be reduced to duſt. 


M. No, my ſiſter ; that very 
body 


Wo mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 


body which you mourn for, is not 
dead, -It is fallen aſleep, and our 
Saviour will awake it, when the 
Archangel's trumpet ſhall ſound. 
You may fay of your dear huſband, 
as Job did of himſelf, 7 know that 


my Redeemer liveth, and that he ſhall 


ſtand at the latter day upon the earth ; 
and that, / after worms have de- 
ſtroyed the poor corple, which 1 
have depoſited in the grave, my 
huſband will riſe in glory and 


immortality ; and in his fe/h he ſhall 


ſee the Divine Redeemer, whom 
his eyes ſhall behold in the glorious 
manſions of his One 


W. I could never imagine that 
I ſhould ſee wy huſband die; fo 
that 


23 


John xi. 11 


Job xix. 25 


Ib. 26, 


Ib. 27. 
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Rev, ls 13, 


0 Sam, ils 6, 


not know your huſband was mortal? 


£ 


Confolations for a Wife, 


that his death has ſurprized me he- 
yond what I can expreſs to you, 


 M. Pray, did you think you 
had married an Angel? Did you 


W. Yes, Sir, I knew very yell 
I had married a mortal man, and 
that I was ſubjef to death myſelf; 
but my ailments and indifpoſitions 
made me believe I ſhould die firſ, 
and that my huſband would cloſe 
my. SF 


| HM. But—you ſhould have con- 
ſidered, that it is God who has the 
keys of life and of death in his hands, 
who bringeth down to the gravt, 
and bringeth up. He had give 


you 


: 
# 
. 


you no aſſurance that your huſband 
ſhould ſurvive you, and he was un- 
der no obligation to keep him alive 
longer than you.. 


IV. IT muſt confeſs to you, Sir, 
that I was much ſurprized at ſuch 
a ſeparation, and did by no means 
expeft it, On the contrary, I 
lattered: myſelf with the thought, 


Ts mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. #5 


that it would never happen by that 


liſtemper, 


| M, You would not have been 
ſo much ſurprized, if you had 
deeply imprinted this in your mind, 
that we ſhould poſſeſs the things of 
this world as though we poſſeſſed 
them -not:; and that thoſe, who 
WETy 2 | have 


3 Cor. vi. 
29, JO» 


: mra_ 


Py th won rs a 


26 


_ Conſolations for a Wife. 


have huſbands, ſhould be, as though 
they had none. 


IW. IT had better never have 
been married, than to have loft 
my huſband ſo ſoon, and to find 
myſelf in ſo melancholy a ſtate of 
widowhood. 


M. My ſiſter, you do not con- 
ſider what you ſay, and I excuke 
you on account of your trouble, 
What! You had rather never have 
had ſuch an excellent huſband, than 
have enjoyed him fo few years! 
Is not this a very ungrateful return 
to the goodneſs of - God, thus to 
murmur at his depriving us of a 
blefling, which he had beſtowed on 
us out of mere grace, inſtead of 

being 


Who mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 27 


being thankful, and praiſing him 
for the happy time he has granted 
us the enjoyment of it, 


W. Let it be how it will, Sir, 
Iam a woman under the deepeſt 
aſlition, and 1t is not poſhble to 


be more ſo, In ſhort, I have no 
huſband !. 


M. Do not fay ſo, my fiſter. 
Do you not know that God is the 
father of orphans, and the huſband 
of widows ? Inſtead of continually 
repeating in your ſorrow, I have 
loſt my huſband, ſay rather to-your 
comfort, I have: an immortal one, 
who inhabiteth glorious and ever- 
laſting manſions in Heaven: and 
that is the. Lord Jeſus, the Prince ng... 
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"I Conſolations for a Wiſe, 


of the Kings of the earth, who, in 

2 Cor. xi. 2, 18 infinite compaſſion, has eſpouſed 
me to himſelf for ever. Conſider, 

my dear ſiſter, that he 1s not only 

. a living and an immortal ſpouſe, 

Hoo I, but alſo exceedingly glorious, and is 
almighty and all-good. What 

Iv. cxxxv. 6. ſoever pleaſeth him, hat doth he in 
Heaven and in earth; and mn all 

Prov. viii.zy deep places. He greatly loveth them 
PL, citi. 17, that love him, and his mercy 1s from 
_ everlaſiing to everlaſiing. It you 
love him with a pure heart, and 
above all things ; if you fear to of- 
fend him; if you ſerve him with 
ardent zeal; and, in a word, if 
you worſhip him im ſpirit and 
truth, he will never forſake you. 


He will not only be always with 
you, 


John iv. 24 


0 mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 29 


you, and bleſs you in all you do : 
but* will take a particular account Pr. ri 8. 
of your ſighs and tears in his book of Mal. ii. 17. 
rimembrance: he will ſhed abroad 
his ſpiritual and heavenly conſola- 
tions into your heart; and, when | [1 
| 
| 


—_ _— _ > PR_ - 
way 


you leave this world, he will re- 
ceive you to his marriage-feaſt, ſet 
a crown of glory on your head, 
and put you in poſſeſſion of fulneſs 
of joy for ever more. | 


Ce 


5 , "® * do... - 4 . 4 _ 
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* II receura dans s ſont ſein tous vos ſoupirs, 
Oe He will receive in his boſom all your 


feks, &c, 


N. B. Mr. Henry has a pretty expreſ- 
hon on this ſubje&t, which the tranſlator | 
begs leave to inſert here---1/hat was /oxun { 
a tear, will come up a pearl.---See Henry's : 
Expoſition on Pſalm lyi. 8. 


W. Truly, 


30 | Conſolations for a Wife, 


W. Truly, Sir, it is from me 

ditating on theſe truths only, tha 

I muſt feek for any comfort or re- 

lief: for, as to this world, I an 

expett nothing from it but bitter: 

neſs and ſorrow. Like the moon 

that has no light but what it bor- 

rows from the ſun, I received no 

Joy and content, but from my hul: 

band, and from his wiſe and pious 

It ws Pho- COnverſation. It is reported of one 
Ot” Ie of the moſt illuſtrious women a- 
'mong the antient heathens, that ſhe 

refuſed the ſumptuous robes and 
precious jewels, which were pre- 

ſented: to her from a great King, 

and ſaid, that ſhe had no need of 

all theſe things. To which ſhe 


added this noble expreſſion, My 
ornament 
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nament is my huſband. I could' 

thout vanity have ſaid the ſame : 

xr [ cared not for all the vanities 
ff the world, nor for. any. of the 
aſhions of the age. My greateſt 

ride conſiſted in poſſeſſing a wiſe, 
Wirtuous, and exemplary huſband. 
\s he loved me without referve, 
ind was always ſtudious to pleale .,_ 
be, 1 loved him alſo moſt heartily, 
nd did all I could to oblige him 
In every thing. | 


BY 4+ 
M. Permit me, my. good ſiſter, 


bo remind you of what St. Paul 

as, She that is married, careth 7 A 
he things of the world, how ſhe may "Cove 
eaſe her huſband : but the unmar-. 
ned woman careth for the things of 
tte Lord, that ſhe may be holy both 
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in body and in ſpirit. Pity thoſe 

1 Tim.v. 6, Wanton widows, who live in ple: 
fure, and are dead while they live; 
for they live only to die eternally ; 
and all their vain and empty de« 
Tights will ſoon be turned into ever- 
laſting torments. But be you one 0 
thoſe widows, that are widows indeed, 
who truſt in God, and continue 
Jſupplications and prayers night and 
day. Inſtead of making fo man 
idle and unprofitable viſits, where 
the diſcourſe commonly runs on 
vain things, or ſpeaking evil ol 
others, be careful to vilit the al- 
flifted, and to communicate thoſe 

' confolations to them, with which 
God has been pleaſed to comort 


you * ſor true piety conſiſts in cha- 
"_ 
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No mourns for the Toſs of her Huſband. 33 © 
ably viſiting the diſtreſſed, and in 
in unblameable life ; as St. James 
ells us, when he ſays, Pure rel:- 
ron, and undefiled before God, and 
ke Father, is this, To viſt the fa- ; 
kerleſs and widows 1m their afflilion, 

ud to keep himfelf unſpotted from + 

the world, Be diligent in attend- | 

Ing the worſhip of God, and let 

the Sabbath of the Lord be your de- thi. wit. - 

git. Remember what happened ” 

0 that holy widow, who departed 
not from the temple,” but ſerved God 
wth faſtings and prayers night and © 
day. She had the honour and hap- 
pineſs of ſeeing the Saviour of the | 
world, -and to ſpeak of ham to all Tvid. v. 38. © 
them that looked for redemption in 
feruſalem, If you apply yourſelf 
Se TEES - © a 


James 1. 27. 


Luke ii. 37+ 


_— 


will not only give you grace to ſee 


\ og 


John vi. 56 


Rom. vii. 


30, 39s 


to theſe works of piety and charity, 


and to ſpeak of the glorious myl- 


Conſolations for a Wife, 


and take pleaſure in them, God 
your Lord and Saviour by faith, 


teries of his redemption with a holy 
Joy, but you will receive him all 
into your heart. He will dwell in 
you, and you 2:n him; and neither 
death nor life, nor angels, nor prin- 
cipalllies, nor powers, nor things pre- 
ſent, nor things to come, ſal, be abi 
to ſeparate you from him, nor to 


break the ſacred bonds of that hea- 
venly union. 


W. 1 know very well, Sir, tha 
what you ſay is according to tne 
will of God, and that I ought tc 


comply with it; but my afflitiol 
== 


mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 9 5 


is ſo recent, and ſo great, that I 
cannot forget it preſently. That . 
may be done in time, and by the 
means of your good prayers. 


M. Time cures all evils of this 
ſort, even thoſe that are the ſharp- 
eſt and moſt painful. I have known 
ſome widows, who would receive 
no comfort ; but ſhut their eyes 
againſt the light, as they did their 
tearts, to all the conſolations which 
proceed from Jeſus Chriſt, the fun 
if righteouſneſs. It ſeemed as if 
there would never have been any 
nd of their cries and tears; but in. 
procels of time, all thoſe violent 
motions ſubſided, and joy ſuc- 
eded to pain; inſomuch, that 
E 2 one. 


) 


one could hardly know them again, 


_ of your entire ſubmiſſion to the 
will .of God; and will comfort 


. . of the perſon you mourn for. 9 


' the good reſolution you will take 


J 


Conſolations for @ Wife, 


You ſhould not wait till time mo- 
derates your grief, and has that ef. 
feet on you, which it has on world- 
ly-minded widows. Your piety, 
and the chriſtian virtues with which 
you are adorned, give us room to 
preſume that you will give proof, 


yourſelf in him by meditating on 
his promiſes, and by the hopes 0 
that glory an& happineſs, which 1s 
reſerved for us in Heaven, where 
God has already received the fou 


that we ſhall give glory to God io 


and ſhall acknowledge that it 1 
| - throug 


through bis Holy Spirit-that he has 
hed abroad his- comforts in. your 
ſoul : if. the wound is fo deep and 
ſo painful, that it cannot. be healed 
at once, do not, at deaſt,. rejeU the 
remedies, which God is graciouſly 
| pleaſed to: offer you ; but thank- 
fully receive the balm of his Divine 
confolations, and pray to the Com- 
forter, that. he. may abide: with you 
for ever. 


W. Sir, 'I am ſenſibly affefted 
vith your diſcourſe: I find the 
conſolations, you have been ſo good 
a5 to give me, have made a ſtrong 
impreſſion on my ſoul : inſomuch, 
that, with regard to my own per- 
on, I am quite ſtrengthened and 

* CON 
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comforted; but I am concerned 
for my diſtreſſed family ; and to 
| not know what will become of my 
= poor children, 


1 Pet.v. 7, M- Caſt all your care upon God, 
"br. 12, for he careth for you. That Father 
of Mercies, who ſpared hot his cn 
Jon, but delivered him up to death 
tl for you, how ſhall he not with him 
32e alſo freely give you all things ? Re- 
member thoſe admirable words, 
which ſhould fill you with hope and 
comfort, Leave thy fatherleſs chul- 
dren, I will preſerve them alive, and 
let thy widows truſt in me. 


Jer, xlix, II 


W. | Times are ſo bad, that 
which way ſoever I look, 1 ſee no- 
thing but miſery and trouble 
waiting my children. }W 
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M. Ifaac was reduced to much 
rreater ſtraits than any of your chil- 
dren can ever be : for he ſaw no- 
thing but the knife that was to Kill 
him, and the fire which was to 
burn and reduce him . to aſhes. 
And yet, when this ſon ſo beloved 
of his father; ſaid to him, My fa- 
ther, behold the fire and the wood, 
ut where 15 the lamb for a burni-of= 
fering ? The poor father anſwered, 
My jon, God will provide himſelf a 
lanb for a burnt-offering. Accord- 
ingly, a ram was found caught 
m a thicket by his horns, which was 
ofered up for a burnt offering. Put 
Jour truſt in God, and in his a- 
dorable Providence ; and thoſe 
things, which appear to you moſt 

difficult 
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difficult and - perplexing, he will 
_ graciouſly. be pleaſed to make eaſy 
and agreeable, by ſuch means as 
human wiſdom could never foreſee. 


W. Such an unexperienced wo- 
man as I am, is a poor reſource 
for fatherleſs children; and there 
are but few of them, who have 2 
reſpe&t for their mothers, and arc 
obedient to them. 


M. Thank God, you are wiſe 
and prudent; it is what all thoſe 
that know you praiſe you for. You 
are very capable of taking care of 
a family ; and I hope that God will 
beſtow a plentiful ſhare of his blel- | 
ſings amongſt them ; and that your 
children, who are of a good diſpo- 

ſition, 


* 


” 
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tion, will love and reſpe& you the 

' more, becauſe you will be both as 
father and mother to them, TI 
have known many children, who, 
though God bath taken their father 
from them betimes, did yet, by a 
manifeſt interpoſition from Heaven, 
thrive and proſper under* the care 
of their mother. 


WW. I can hardly think of any 
thing but my trouble; and if I 
could take off my mind from it, I 
am incapable of attending to any 
lort of buſineſs, having never been 
concerned in any but my own lit- 
tle houſehold affairs. 


EIT 


—— 


et. ee. ———_— 
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M. Thoſe that know you par- 


ticularly, have no doubt of your 
ability. You have beſides, a great 
many friends, who are capable of 


giving you good advice, and of 


aſſiſting you in all your affairs. 
They will take a pleaſure in ſerving 
you; and while you apply your- 


ſelf in earneſt to buſineſs, you will 


be enabled more and more to ſtand 
to, and ſucceed in it. This is what 


you ſhould employ yourſelf in*, 
and not continually . brood over 
your affliftion, and thereby irritate 


and exaſperate it. However, the 


eel 


* Et non pas @ tenir ſans cefſe la main ſur 
votre playe.--- And not continually to hald tht 
hand upon your wound. 


chriſtian 
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chriſtian humility you appear to be -- 
_ polleſſed of, and that diftidence, 
which you have of yourſelf, give ' 
me room to hope well of you, and 
of your condut. We have known 


many widows, who fancied them- - 


ſelves very clever, and were thought 
to have more ſenſe and underſtand- 
Ing than their huſbands; and yet, 
becauſe they- preſumed too much 
on their own {kill and wiſdom, and 
would follow their own judgment, 
or rather their whim and caprice, 
brought - themſelves and family to 
ruin, and in a ſhort time unfor- 
tunately ſquandered away all- that 
their huſbands had left them, and 
which, for a long time, and for ſe- 
veral years, they had been at a 
F-. 2- _ great - 
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others, who, having lived in great 
ſimplicity and true chriſtian humi- 


their friends, maintained their fa- 


from your extreme goodneſs, and 


| thing will happen to you. Put 


and fo godly a man, that I have 
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great deal of trouble to acquire, 
On the contrary, I have known 


lity, and followed the advice of 


milies and brought up their chil- 
dren with credit, and even conſi- 
derably increaſed and improved 
their fortunes. I promiſe myſelf 


ſingular modeſty, that. the ſame 


your truſt in God, and you will 
not be confounded. 


W. My huſband. was ſo good 
all the reaſon in the world to hope 


that God will favour his family with 
his choiceſt bleſſings. M. 


'mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 


M. You may juſtly expe it : 
hat God faith to the Father of 
Faithful, belongs to all believers, 
am thy God, and will be a God 
lo thee, and to thy feed after thee ; 
d you know what he ſays to the 
yal Prophet, The mercy of the 
ris from everlaſting to everlaſting 
m them that fear him ; and his 


| goodneſs, unto childrens chil- 
tn, 


W. fI think myſelf under the 


ritcouſneſs, 1, e. *the effets of 
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cn 


Our commentators render it, The 
Woof his promiſes. 

t 1ay des obligations infinies & Ia me- 
ſe de mon mary.---1 have infinite obliga- 
the memory of my huſband. 


greateſt 


46 


. thankful remembrance of my 1, 


- fear God, and- to ſerve him ! 
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greateſt obligations to preſerve 


huſband : for -he had ſo much t: 
gard for me, and has given me 
many marks of true and ſince 
ſriendſhip, that I cannot ſufficient 
expreſs the grateful ſenſe I ha 


' M. You: cannot do a orcatf 
honour to the memory of ſo wort 
a huſband, than to imitate his pie 
and chriſtian virtues, and to tak 
care of your health, that you m: 
attend to the education of -yo 
children, who are the fruit of yo 
conjugal love. Let it be yo 
care, therefore, to inſtrutt them 


ligiouſly ; knowing that he. \ 
"Ago hie 


_ 


mourns for the Loſs of her Huſband. 47 


fx; the children of ſo excellent a 

ther ; and water thoſe plants with 
ie dew of Heaven, that-they may 

uriſh, and one day bear fruit to | 
ur comfort and joy : fo that you | 
Ill have juſt cauſe to ſay, Behold | 
| and the children whom the Lord ſs vis, 2 j 
uh given me, are for ſigns, and for | = | 
onders in Ijrael. | 


WV. I am heartily defirous to 
blow your good advice, and pious 
W:ortations ; but I am juſtly dif- 
dent of myſelf, and of my own 
rength ; therefore, I deſire you, 
lr, to pray to God for me, that I 
ay be ſtrengthened and direQed 
all my ways, .by his Grace and 
T oly Spirit, | 


THE 
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THE 


MINISTER's PRAYER, 


FATHER of Mercies, look 
with an eye of pity on thy ſervant 
who is now kneeling down with u 
before the throne of thy Diving 
Majeſty. Thou ſeeſt her deg 
diſtreſs, and her profound alſllic 


tion ; thou knoweſt whereof we ar 
made, and how weak and frail wt 
are ; thou gaveſt her a wile ant 
virtuous huſband, who loved be 
with all poſſible tenderneſs: th 
years ſhe ſpent in his compan) 
ſeemed to her but a few days, be 


cauſe ſhe loved him. She not on| 
loyel 
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loved him as being but one fleſh 
with him, but chiefly becauſe ſhe 
was animated with the ſame ſpirit, 
and her zeal and charity were ex- 
cited by his pious and virtuous ex- 
ample. Thou knoweſt that they 


mutually lifted up, not only their 
eyes and hands, but alſo their hearts 
and affettions to Heaven ; and that 


they took a fingular pleaſure in. 


praiſing and worſhipping thee to- 
gether in ſp;7it and in truth. Their 
greateſt ſatisfaQtion was to bring up 
their children in thy knowledge 
ad fear: ſo that their family was 
82 little church; where the morn- 
Ing and evening ſacrifice were of- 
ſered up to thee, and thy praiſes 
vere joyfully ſung: But, thou 

G--: great 


- 
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great and mighty God, whoſe coun- 

ſels are *a great deep, which our 
underſtanding canfiot fathom, haſt 

been pleaſed to break that pleaſant 

and aprecable bond, which thy ſer- 

vant thought to have been ſtronger 

than death. Thou haſt taken away 

from her that huſband, whom ſhe 

. Toved as her own ſoul, and more 

than her own life. Seeing part. of 

herſelf is in Heaven, ſhe rather 

wiſheth that the other ſhould be 

there alſo; and in the extremity of 

her anguiſh ſhe has unadviſedly 

' ſpoken, and ſaid as thy Prophet 
:Kingsxiz. Elijab once did, /t 2s enough, now, 
of 0 Lord, take away my life. Father 


a. eee 
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of Mercies, forgive the exceſs of 
her afflition, and the vehemence 
of her grief. Give her grace to 
ſet her mind on things above, and . 
and to place all her hopes in Hea- 
yen: and grant, that with an eye 
of faith ſhe may behold her dear 
huſband, in the company of An- 

gels, clothed with light and glory, 

and drinking of __ the ever-flowing pr,xxmi. 8. 
ner of thy pleafures. As a proof 

hat ſhe truly loved him, we pray | 
ſhe may prefer the joy and felicity | 
te is now poſſeſſed of, to the ſa- | 
twhftion ſhe might receive by | 
ſeeing him again in this vale of 
tears: and eſpecially, that ſhe may . | 
behold, with the ſame faith, that | 
heavenly huſband, who- holds the | 
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Fecl. ix. 6. 


and has an abſolute power over all 
| men, and angels, both good and 


\ triumpeth in Heaven, that he 1s 


' rance, that this Heavenly Spouſe 
will not only be always with her, 


Confolations for a Wife, 
keys of like and of death in his hands, 


evil, Could the huſband ſhe mourn 
for have any more a portion in any 
thing that is done under the ſun, and 
be a witneſs of her afflition and 
grief, he could neither aſſuage her 
pain, nor wipe away her tears: but 
that Divine Spouſe ſo reigneth and 


with us by his ſpirit, and will be 
with us to the end of the world, 
Grant ſhe may have a full afſu- 


and bleſs and proſper the work of 
her hands; but that he will even 


dwell in her heart, be unto her an 
| inexhauſtible 


Wi 
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inexhauſtible ſource of comfort and 
joy, and make her in all things 
more than @ conqueror, O God of 
ll conſolation, who didft multiply 
the poor widow's oil, and ſupply 
her with the means of paying her 
tuſband's debt, . and of ſupporting 
herſelf, and all her family ; be gra- 
ciouſly pleaſed alſo to multiply in 
the behalf of thy ſervant, the pre- 
clous oil of thy bleſſing, and to 
make her able and willing to relieve 
the wants and neceſſities of her fa- 
mly. Grant alſo, that ſhe may be 
one of thoſe widows indeed, who 
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I, 2, &C. to 
the $th verſe 


1 Tim. v. 3 


Place all their hope and alt their - 
tult in thee, who ſerve thee reli- 


giouſly, and take pleaſure in works 
of charity and mercy. Let it be 
ter chief care to bring up her chil- 
dren 


Gen. xvil.7. 
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dren in thy fear, and in the obe. 
dience of 'thy Holy Command- 
ments. Thou, O God of Truth, 
wilt take care of the children of thy 
ſervant, who loved thee with all his 
heart, and feared nothing in the 


world ſo much as to offend thee, 


nor defired any thing more ardently 


_ than to obey thy laws. Thou wilt 


fulfil in him that which thou didft 
promife to the Father of the Faith- 
ful; I will be a God unto thee, and 
to thy feed after thee : and will ma- 
nifeſt how true the Prophet's fay- 
ing is, that the mercy of the Lord 1 


= from everlaſting to everlaſing upon 
them that fear him ; and his Tighte- 
ouſneſs unto children's children. Give 
thy ſervant grace to rely 0n the 


truth of thy promiſes, which are 
| more 
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more firm than Heaven and earth ; 

nd Ic her be convinced, that while 

he inftrufts her children to ſerve 

and fear thee, and ſets before them 

an example of piety and chriſtian . 

yirtue, ſhe ſhall ſee them grow up 

n thy houſe as bleſſed plants.  En- 

lighten, we beſeech thee, theſe ten- 

der plants with thy Divine Light. _ | | 
| 


Water them with the dew of Hea- 
ven, and make them ſo flouriſh in 
prace and ſpiritual gifts, that they 
may yield the fruits of righteouſneſs 
to thy glory, and the edification of _ 
their neighbours. Vouchſafe to fill. "i 
them with that thankful love and , 
oedience, which they owe to her, B 
by whoſe means thou haft brought 
them into the world, Finally, grant 
that they may one day be her glory, 
| her 
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her joy, and her crown of rejoicing; 
that ſhe may have cauſe to ſay, Be. 
hold, I, and the children whom. the 
Lord hath groen me, are for ſigns 
and for wonders in Iſrael. 0 Lond, 


hear, O Lord, forgive, Lord have 


mercy, and give us a due ſenſc 


of thine infinite goodneſs, and ſeal 


Pſ, Ixviil. Fo | 


for ever more, Amen. 


to us the truth of thy promiſes, that 
thou wilt be a father of the fatherleſ, 
and an huſband of the widows, the 
comforter of the afflicted, the pro- 
teftor of them that truſt in thee, and 
call upon thee, in the name and 
for the ſake of the infinite merits of 
the death of thy ſon Jeſus Chrilt; to 
whom with thee, and the Holy Spi- 
rit, be honour and glory, now and 


"nh 
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